PROPERTY AND INHERITANCE	61
peatedly used may be shared by several persons
successively. The clothes are shared among brothers
or among sisters, and between parents and children in
different periods, but during certain periods they are
used more or less exclusively by one person. Valuable
ornaments are exclusive to individual members. They
belong mostly to women and are a part of the dowry.
Dowry is considered as the " private " property of the
woman and shared with her husband and children. It
is the family property within the Chia. But at a
financial crisis, the family property may be mortgaged
for common relief of the Chia. In this case, the
willingness of the woman must be secured. Selling a
\vife?s ornaments without her consent will cause
domestic disputes.
The room allotted for individual use is more or less
exclusive to the family group. The furniture is partly
supplied by the wife's parents. The door can be
locked by the daughter-in-law although this is not
considered as very polite to the mother-in-law. The
keys to the boxes and drawers in the room are kept by
the daughter-in-law which marks the exclusiveness of
family property in the Chia.
The private use of the bedroom by the family does
not undermine the final right of disposal of the house
to the head of the Chia. The junior members cannot
sell or exchange their rooms with anyone. As in the
case of land, the head of the Chia has the final decision
in any transaction concerning immovable property*
It is also true for the produce of the land and the in-
dustry. Raw silk may be sold by the woman- If she
is not the head, she must hand the money to the head.
In this sense, the head of the Chia possesses a superior
right to the property over that of anyone in the group.

